
Public Safety Committee – Meeting Agenda
Wednesday, March 16, 2022 at 6:30 PM – Council Chambers

Call to order.

Approval of the minutes – February 2, 2022 Meeting

Discuss Councilor Shade's proposal to repeal ordinance Chapter 14, Section 14.2, 
entitled “Curfew”.

Review and discuss the proposed fees of the North Adams Police Department.

Request an informal update on recent traffic complaints, namely Curran Highway 
and the Union St./Beaver St. intersection from the Mayor and Chief Wood.

Review and discuss proposed fee changes by the Board of Health.

Review and discuss proposed fee changes by the Department of Inspections.

Review and discuss proposed fee changes by the Animal Control Department.

Committee member concerns and/or comments.

Public concerns or comments.

Adjournment.

Respectfully Submitted,
Bryan Sapienza, Chair
Public Safety Committee



North Adams City Council – Public Safety Committee
Meeting Minutes – February 2, 2021

Members Present: Councilor Harpin
Councilor Obasohan
Councilor Sapienza, Chair

Others Present: Mayor Macksey
Councilor Barbeau
Councilor Bona
Chief Lefebvre (North Adams Fire Department)
Chief Wood (North Adams Police Department)
Members of the Public

Meeting called to order at 6:04PM

Review and Discussion of fine increases proposed by NAPD
Discussion included:
     A suggestion to increase the fines for parking on a sidewalk to $100.
     Increase the fine for vehicles parked within 20' of a crosswalk.
     Signage should be clear and visible, missing signs should be replaced.
     Fine increases should be sufficient to offset the cost of a police officer issuing a citation.
     A first time grace period should be allowed for false intrusion alarms.
     A database system to track the fines based on the violation.

A motion was made by Councilor Harpin to continue discussion on the NAPD fines, seconded by 
Councilor Obasohan.  Motion carried, 3 yea, 0 nay.

Discussion of the  Proposal to Repeal of the Curfew Ordinance as proposed by Councilor Shade.
     Chief Wood says ordinance rarely enforced and difficult to enforce.
     Ordinance is out of date and family dynamics have changed since the ordinance was first enacted     
back in 1941.
     Ordinance could be potentially racial discriminatory. 
     Ordinance could be modified to be used as a tool to intervene with at risk youth.
     An ordinance could be set in place to be used as to check the well-being of youth.

A motion was made Councilor Harpin to send the language of the ordinance to the City Solicitor, 
seconded by Councilor Obasohan.  Motion carried, 3 yea, 0 nay.

Review and Discussion of the fee increases proposed by the NAFD.
     Fees will be consistent for most items across the board except for the fees for details and higher 
fees for multi unit residential inspections.  
A motion was made by Councilor Harpin to send the fees as proposed to the Finance Committee.  
Seconded by Councilor Obasohan.  Motion carried, 3 yea, 0 nay.



Committee Member Concerns – Have Mayor update on Public Safety Building at an upcoming 
meeting.

Public Concerns – Mr. Robert Smith indicated that someone should survey for signs that have been 
destroyed or removed.  Councilor Sapienza indicated that missing or damaged signs should be 
reported to the Mayor or one of the City Councilors to the Mayor.  

Motion to adjourn, by Councilor Obasohan, seconded by Councilor Harpin, meeting adjourned at 
7:35PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Bryan Sapienza, Chair Public Safety Committee.



Public Safety Committee - Chapter 14 - Section 14.2 Curfew

Sec. 14-2 Curfew.
(a) 
No person under the age of 16 years shall be or remain upon any street after 10:00 p.m. or before 6:00 
a.m. unless accompanied by a parent, guardian or other person having legal custody of such minor or 
unless such minor is in the performance of an errand or duty directed by a parent, guardian or other 
person having legal custody of such minor, or unless the lawful employment of such minor makes it 
necessary for him to be upon the street during such hours; provided, however, that the foregoing 
exceptions shall not be applicable when such minor is playing or unnecessarily loitering in or upon the 
street, whether he is alone or accompanied by another person.

Councilor Shade's Communication to the City Council.  January 25, 2022 – Paper  # 12,051

Ashley M. Shade
North Adams City Councilor
Wednesday, January 19, 2022
In preparation for serving as a City Councilor, I spent a great deal of time reading and trying to better
understand our City Charter and Ordinances. These documents govern our city government, residents,
and visitors of North Adams. In my time reviewing these documents I have found several items that
need updating or changing to help bring our city forward. As we strive to be a more inclusive and
welcoming city, I have found that we have an ordinance that is completely unenforceable and could be
viewed as discriminatory, on our records. I am referring to a City Ordinance defined in Chapter 14
Section 14.2 Curfew. This ordinance was changed years ago to include language that makes the
ordinance unenforceable, and I would like to review the ordinance for a complete repeal.
It is imperative that we continue to work to update our ordinances and work towards updating our
charter to be inclusive and friendly to all residents and visitors to North Adams, regardless of age or
other personal identifying demographics. It should never be against the law for any human being to
walk down a street or exist outside. As we currently have enforcement for individuals who do break
other laws, the curfew ordinance is redundant and antiquated.
I urge you all to review and support the repeal of Chapter 14 Section 14.2 Curfew.
Thank you for your consideration of this matter.
Sincerely,
Dear Fellow Councilors,
Ashley M. Shade


